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found   in  the  friendly  interposition   of   the   Emperor
Alexander, not as a mediator but as a common friend,
pressing on this Government the propriety of an accom-
modation, and expressing his strong wishes for a general
restoration of peace to the civilized world.    I do not
know  whether   your  situation  affords  you   means  of
approaching him, and can only state my opinion of the
great importance that an early opportunity should be
taken by you, or any other person you may think fitted
for the object, to call his attention to the situation in
which we are left, and to the great weight which his
opinion in favour of peace on liberal conditions, strongly
expressed to this Government, must necessarily have at
this time.    Of his friendly disposition for the United
States there is no doubt;   but we may be forgotten;
and it is necessary that he should be apprised of the
hostile  spirit  which  prevails  here,   and   which,  if not
balanced by some other cause, may even carry Ministers
beyond  their own  wishes and  views.   It  should  also
be stated that our Government, having accepted one
year ago the Emperor's mediation, and not having sup-
posed that, considering the political connection between
him and Great Britain, she could reject that offer, no
other provision was made on our part to obtain peace
until our Government was apprised in January last of
the rejection of the mediation by England.   Thus was a
delay of a year produced, and the opening of our negotia-
tions unfortunately prevented till after England is at
peace with the rest of the world; a circumstance which,
although it does not give us a positive right to claim
the Emperor's interference, affords sufficient ground to
present the subject to his consideration.   I entreat you
to lose no time in taking such steps as may be in your
power in that respect, and to write to me whatever you
may think important for the success of the mission
should, be known to us.   The only modes of safe convey-
ance which I would recommend would be private American deceiving
